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Titles Evaluated 
 
Citation: Knight, M. B. and Melnicove, M. (Authors) and O’Brien, A. (Illustrator) 
(2002). Africa Is Not A Country. Millbrook Press.  48 pages. 
Source in which the book is recommended: Database of Awarding Winning Children’s 
Literature: NSSTB 2001. Positive reviews in School Library Journal and Booklist. 
Race or ethnicity: African/Multiple Countries 
Genre: Fiction 
Format:  Picture Book 
Annotation: “The authors narrate the experiences of children at play, at school, and at 
home, and use realistic illustrations to explore the cultural, environmental, ethnic, and 
social diversity of the 53 countries that make up the African continent.” 
Source of annotation: amazon.com (School Library Journal) 
 
Citation: Anno, M. (Author) and Carle, E.; Briggs, R.; Popov, N.; Hayashi, A.; Calvi, 
G.; Dillon, L.; Dillon, D.; Chengliang, Z.; Brooks, R.; Anno, M. (Illustrators) (1986). All 
in a Day. New York : Philomel Books. 32 Pages. 
Source in which the book is recommended: Database of Awarding Winning Children’s 
Literature: JABH 1987. Positive reviews in School Library Journal and Booklist. 
Race or ethnicity: Multiple  
Genre: Fiction 
Format: Picture Book 
Annotation: “Brief text and illustrations by ten internationally well-known artists reveal 
a day in the lives of children in eight different countries showing the similarities and 
differences and emphasizing the commonality of humankind.” 
Source of annotation: dawcl.com 
 
*Citation: Kindersley, A. and Kindersley B. (Author/Illustrator) (1995). Children Just 
Like Me : A Unique Celebration of Children Around the World. DK Children. 80 pages. 
Source in which the book is recommended: Database of Awarding Winning Children’s 
Literature: ALAN 1996.  Recommended by School Library Journal. 
Race or ethnicity: Multiple  
Genre: Non-Fiction 
Format:  Picture Book 
Annotation: The authors showcase the lives of children from over 140 different 
countries, highlighting both similarities and differences with colorful photographs. 
Source of annotation: Erin Quarterman 
 
*Citation: Brown, M. (Author) and López, Rafael (Illustrator) (2004). My Name is Celia 
/ Me Llamo Celia : The Life of Celia Cruz / La Vida de Celia Cruz. Luna Rising. 32 
pages. 
Source in which the book is recommended: Database of Awarding Winning Children’s 
Literature: AmBA (2004), PBH (2006); Recommended by School Library Journal. 
Race or ethnicity: Latin 
Genre: Biographical Fiction 
Format: Picture Book 
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Annotation:  This bi-lingual book tells the story of Salsa singer Celia Cruz as she 
journeys from Cuba to New York and Miami. Vibrantly colored illustrations enhance 
Celia’s story. 
Source of annotation: Erin Quarterman 
 
*Citation: Walker, R. (Author) and Dillon, L. and Dillon D. (Illustraitors) (2009). Mama 
Says: A Book of Love for Mothers and Sons. Blue Sky Press. 32 pages. 
Source in which the book is recommended: Positive reviews in Publisher’s Weekly, 
School Library Journal and Booklist. 
Race or ethnicity: Multiple 
Genre: Fiction/Poetry 
Format: Picture Book 
Annotation: Bi-lingual poems in multiple languages are augmented by illustrations 
showing the culture of the language. The poems are based around Mother’s advising their 
sons about hard life lessons. 
Source of annotation: Erin Quarterman 
 
*Citation: Fleischman, P. (Author) and Paschkis, J. (Illustrator) (2007). Glass Slipper, 
Gold Sandal. New York: Henry Holt. 32 pages. 
Source in which the book is recommended:  Positive reviews in Publisher’s Weekly, 
School Library Journal, Junior Library Guild Selection. 
Race or ethnicity: Multiple 
Genre: Fiction 
Format: Picture Book 
Annotation: The worldwide folktale versions of Cinderella, illustrated from each of the 
countries a part of tale comes from. 
Source of annotation: Erin Quarterman 
 
*Citation: The Global Fund for Children (Author/Illustrator) (2007). Global Babies. 
Charlesbridge. 18 pages. 
Source in which the book is recommended: Positive recommendation in Booklist. 
Race or ethnicity: Multiple 
Genre: Non-fiction 
Format:  Picture Book/Board Book 
Annotation: Photographs of babies from countries all around the world, emphasizing 
their faces and cultural clothing. 
Source of annotation: Erin Quarterman 
 
*Citation: Dillon, L. and Dillon D. (Author/Illustrator) (1998). To Every Thing There is 
a Season. Blue Sky Press. 40 pages. 
Source in which the book is recommended: Positive reviews in Booklist, School 
Library Journal, Publisher’s Weekly, Kirkus Reviews. 
Race or ethnicity: Multiple 
Genre: Religious 
Format: Picture Book 
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Annotation: Verses in Ecclesiastes are illustrated depicting a positive and negative 
element per cultural illustration. Illustrations are rich and beautiful.  
Source of annotation: Erin Quarterman 
 
*Citation: Morris, A. (Author) and Heyman, Ken (Illustrator) (1993). Hats, Hats, Hats. 
Harper Collins. 32 pages. 
Source in which the book is recommended: Positive recommendation in School 
Library Journal, positive review in Kirkus. 
Race or ethnicity: Multiple 
Genre: Non-fiction 
Format: Picture Book 
Annotation: Silly hats, soft hats, sun hats and fun hats from all around the world. A 
glossary at the back describes the culture that the hat originated from. 
Source of annotation: Erin Quarterman 
 
*Citation:  Hollyer, B. (Author). Multiple photographers (1999). Wake Up, World!: A 
Day in the Life of Children Around the World. Henry Holt. 48 pages. 
Source in which the book is recommended: Positive Reviews in Library Journal, 
Booklist and Kirkus. 
Race or ethnicity: Multiple 
Genre: Non-fiction 
Format: Picture Book 
Annotation: Follow eight children from around the world as they journey throughout 
their day. Colorful photographs and personal information about the children help children 
relate to this story. 
Source of annotation: Erin Quarterman 
 
Citation: Pinkney S. (Author) and Pinkney M. (Illustrator) (2002). A Rainbow All 
Around Me. Cartwheel. 40 pages. 
Source in which the book is recommended: Positive reviews in Publisher’s Weekly, 
School Library Journal, and Booklist. 
Race or ethnicity: Multiple 
Genre: Non-fiction 
Format: Picture Book 
Annotation: “A multiethnic cast of children presents each color of the rainbow. For 
"Blue," photos of a blue-eyed, denim-clad boy accompanies "Cool/ Rugged/ Sippin' on a 
hot day/ Relaxing in the Breeze." A dark-eyed, bronze-skinned girl in a "Green" dress sits 
on "Fresh/ Soft blades [of grass]" with a basket of Granny Smith apples.” 
Source of annotation: amazon.com 
 
*Citation: Griego, M., Bucks, B., Gilbert, S., Kimball L. (Authors) and Cooney B. 
(Illustrator) (1988). Tortillitas Para Mama. Henry Holt. 32 pages. 
Source in which the book is recommended: Positives recommendations in Childhood 
Education, Parents’ Choice and the Horn Book. 
Race or ethnicity: Latin 
Genre: Fiction 
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Format:  Picture Book 
Annotation: Latin American nursery rhymes in English and Spanish, are illustrated with 
deep, rich earth tones and multiple skin tones. 
Source of annotation: Erin Quarterman 
 
*Citation: Katz, K. (Author/Illustrator) (1999). The Colors of Us. Henry Holt. 32 pages. 
Source in which the book is recommended: Database of Awarding Winning Children’s 
Literature: NSSTB 2000. Positive reviews in School Library Journal, Kirkus and 
Booklist. 
Race or ethnicity: Multiple 
Genre: Fiction 
Format: Picture Book 
Annotation: Lena learns from her mother that colors are a delicious way of celebrating 
differences! 
Source of annotation: Erin Quarterman 
 
Citation: Kuklin, S. (Author/Illustrator) (2006). Families. Hyperion. 40 pages. 
Source in which the book is recommended: Database of Awarding Winning Children’s 
Literature: ALAN 2007. Positive reviews in School Library Journal and Booklist. 
Race or ethnicity: Multiple 
Genre: Non-fiction 
Format: Picture Book 
Annotation: “This book is a celebration of all families, and provides young readers with 
windows into other lives, as well as mirrors in which they can see their own family 
relationships reflected.” 
Source of annotation: amazon.com 
 
*Citation: Miller, J. and Greene S. (Authors) and Meisel, P. (Illustrator) (2005). We All 
Sing with the Same Voice. Harper Collins. 32 pages. 
Source in which the book is recommended: Positive reviews in School Library Journal, 
Publisher’s Weekly and Booklist. 
Race or ethnicity: Multiple 
Genre: Non-fiction 
Format: Picture Book 
Annotation: Originally a Sesame Street song, this brightly colored book of children from 
all cultures, backgrounds and ethnicities celebrate that “My name is You.” 
Source of annotation: Erin Quarterman 
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Introduction 

One cultural competency of picture book illustrations is that they display a variety 

of skin tones within an ethnicity. Another competency is that the illustrations are 

culturally accurate. These two criteria are important when evaluating picture books, but 

what happens when many cultures and/or many ethnicities are depicted in one picture 

book? What criteria can be used to evaluate each individual illustration for cultural 

competency or which for illustrations translates as cultural authenticity?  

While some picture books do not change the style of illustration but still depict 

many different skin tones, others make no change to the faces of the children illustrated at 

all except for skin color, essentially treating skin color as a “fill” function. These books, 

when done well, have a place in showing children that we are all the same in many ways 

- we are all human beings with the same capacity for happiness and sadness, anger and 

love. However, we all come from a unique culture with a specific visual history. How can 

we celebrate these differences in books that are culturally competent and do display 

different skin tones?  

The difficulties and solutions to these questions can be quite simple. Books with 

more than one illustrator, especially illustrators from the cultures represented in the story, 

will be better able to accurately depict the different cultures in their illustrations or it is 

possible for illustrators to extensively research the culture they will be illustrating. 

Finding books that utilize photographs is another way to locate accurate representations 

of multiple ethnicities in one book.  Another illustration technique used is changing the 

images in the background of the text to represent elements of the ethnicity represented. 
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Books that competently illustrate multiple ethnicities should employ one of these 

methods.  

 

Multiple Illustrators/Extensive Research 

 Very few books employ more than one illustrator to share their story, but there are 

two of particular note. “All in a Day” (Anno, 1999) has ten illustrators tell the stories of 

eight different children in eight different parts of the world. These illustrators are able to 

draw on their own culture to produce culturally authentic images. 

There are more examples of illustrators who have extensively researched for their 

illustrations. The most striking example is Leo and Diane Dillon’s “To Every Thing 

There is a Season” (1998) which showcases artistic styles from China, Australia, Japan, 

Mexico and Egypt, to name a few. The back of the book has synopses of the style of 

illustrations they employed and the culture that they come from. 

Another example is the book, “Mama Says: A Book of Love for Mothers and 

Sons” (Walker, 2009) While again, there is only one illustrator, the cultural elements in 

the images are very detailed while maintaining a rigid formula. This type of illustration 

best reflects the cultural authenticities of “reproducing essential feature of an original” 

and “true to the creator’s own cultural personality, spirit or character” (Dresang, 1997). 

 

Photographs as Illustrations 

More plentiful are books that have been illustrated with photographs. They best 

reflect cultural authenticity because they are “based on fact” (Dresang, 1997). “Children 

Just Like Me” (Kindersley, 1995) is perhaps the most complex example of this technique, 
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with detailing over 140 countries and containing at least 10 images per page. “Global 

Babies” (Global Fund for Children, 2007) and “Hats, Hats, Hats” (Morris, 1993) are 

simpler versions of this illustration technique with one picture and only a few words per 

page. Each of these books, however, shows unique culture that each ethnicity is from and 

makes special use of clothing in illustrating the differences. One concern in looking at 

books that only contain photos of babies faces is to make sure that the “happy” faces are 

from a variety of ethnicities. For instance, if all of the happy babies are white, this can 

send an unintended message to children, both those who are white and those who are not 

white., that the better or happier ethnicity is white. 

“Wake Up, World!” (Hollyer, 1999) takes the photographed story further and 

instead of merely showing differences in clothing and culture, it shows differences in 

daily activities of eight different children. This is especially relevant as it relates directly 

to the idea of culture as “the shared acts and activities that occur in the daily lives of 

individuals or communities” (Montiel-Overall, 2008). 

 

Utilizing Backgrounds 

 Another technique that is perhaps more subtle is changes in the background of the 

illustration to indicate a particular culture. For instance, in “Glass Slipper, Gold Sandal” 

(Fleischman, 2007) which is a conglomeration of Cinderella stories from around the 

world, the illustrations for the story are set into a background with elements that depict 

the part of the world that the particular part of the Cinderella stories is occurring in. This 

is likely to be a very limited technique.  Perhaps one that can be applied to a wider range 

of illustrations is the one used in “We All Sing with the Same Voice” (Miller, 2005) 
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where the illustrations depict very modern activities, such as playing soccer, in front of a 

middle eastern palace. It also uses a variety of plants and sporting activities on another 

page to create a collage of cultures. 

 

Single Ethnicities 

The book, “My Name is Celia,” (Brown, 2004)  showcases a variety of skin tones 

in the illustrations. The illustrations are cheerful reflecting the vibrant colors of Celia 

Cruz’s Cuban background and personal vivacity. In the book, “Tortillitas Para Mama,”  

(Griego, 1988) there are slight variations in skin tone, and the overall hue of the book is a 

deep reddish-brown which gives a sense of the intense heat of Mexico. Using colors in 

this manner can help readers gain a sense of being in the country that is illustrated. “The 

Colors of Us,” (Katz 1999) is a playful book, and while it does illustrate multiple 

ethnicities, it does not change the illustration style. The colors used are not only black, 

brown, tan, beige and white, but around the eyes are purple and green, with yellow and 

purple lines in hair. This book highlights the differences in skin color by not changing the 

background of the characters, but although it is one style of illustration, it is not simply a 

“fill in the color” illustration technique.   

 

Conclusion 

Discovering award-winning, recommended and authentic pictures books and 

evaluating them on illustrations is a daunting task. A lot of time and research has to be 

put into locating these resources, even once you have a definition cultural authenticity. 

While the books discussed depict a wide variety of skin tones, their illustrations showcase 
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a range of skin tones and a culturally specific style when depicting a single ethnicity, or 

multiple styles when representing multiple ethnicities. However, this is by no means the 

only culturally competent method of illustration. Illustrations that are conscious of 

different colors, and especially different skin tones are likely to display the cultural 

authenticities that are important in affirming a child’s self worth, especially in relation to 

their skin color.
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