
 

SINGING, DANCING, MOVING! TODDLER STORY TIME 

 

Needed Materials: Large printouts of animals, Books, Egg Shakers, Sheets to take home 

 

Welcome Introducing myself, let the parents know that it’s ok if their child doesn’t appear to be 

listening, that they are often paying attention in their own way, but they can also step 

out for a break and come back in as they like. 

 

Opening Song The More We Get Together 

The more we get together, together, together,  

The more we get together the happier we’ll be. 

For your friends are my friends and my friends are your friends 

The more we get together the happier we’ll be! [x2] 

 

Sitting Rhyme Shoe a Little Horse (regular horse, big horse and tiny horse) 

Shoe a little horse (tap tap tap) [Tap your shoe]  

Shoe a little mare (tap tap tap) [Tap alternate shoe] 

But let the little colt go (bare bare bare) [Clap hands] 

 

Book Dancing Feet by Lindsey Craig, Illustrated by Marc Brown 

 

“Puppet” Show  Who’s Feet Are These? By Wayne Lynch (Blown up images from book)  

 

Active Song Walking Song 

Walking, I’m just walking along  

And I’m singing my walking song 

I’m just walking along 

Repeat with Dancing, Singing, and Swinging… 

 

Book 2 Barnyard Dance by Sandra Boynton 

 

Egg Shaker - CD "A Whole Lot of Shakin' Goin’ On" - Everyone Dances 

 

Quiet Song Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear 

Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, Turn around, Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, Touch the ground 

Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, Show your shoe, Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, That will do 

Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, Now sit down, Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, Don’t make a sound 

Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, Give a sigh, Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, Wave good bye 

 

Book 

 

The Human Alphabet by Pilobolus, Photographed by John Kane 

(Shorten as warranted) 

 

Song If You’re Happy and You Know It 

Focus on actions that make noise: Clap your hands, Stomp your feet, Snap your fingers 

 

Closing Song We Wave Goodbye Like This [To the tune of Farmer in the Dell] 

We wave goodbye like this. 

We wave goodbye like this. 

We clap our hands for all our friends. 

We wave goodbye like this. [x2] 



 

Early Literacy Skills – Toddler Storytime 

 

Vocabulary 

Knowing the names of things is vital to early literacy.  While in general the chosen books 

are simple, there are animals shown that are non-traditional, so children will learn these names.  

Barnyard Dance showcases a variety of dance move names, such as “promenade” and “prance.”  

The vocabulary focuses mainly on movement and also parts of the body that move. Children will 

be able to identify nuances in the vocabulary of movement, whether walking and dancing or 

clapping and snapping. Children also learn different names for the same animal in “Shoe a Little 

Horse.” 

 

Print Motivation 

By selecting books appropriate to the children’s age, this storytime will help foster a love 

of books.  Children who enjoy the interactions books are more likely to want to learn how to 

read.  Two of the books have a question and answer style, showing children that books can be 

interactive.  By having a puppet show of one of the books, it provides a different way for 

children to experience a book.  It can also encourage children to play with books, a component of 

Print Motivation, when they see adults doing so. The many songs and games can also create 

enjoyment of the library. 

 

Print Awareness 

Pointing to words, whether on the pages of the book, the cover increases Print 

Awareness.  Also, having the children and adults say a repeated phrase together can be part of 

Print Awareness, as saying the title, author and illustrator and modeling the correct way to turn 

pages. 

 

Narrative Skills 

Barnyard Dance takes you through the start of the dance, “Bow to the horse, Bow to the 

cow” and ends with all taking a bow “and the dance is over.”  In Dancing Feet there are question 

and answers, rather than a narrative, since there is no “middle” to the story, but the repetition of 

certain phrases is part of narrative skills.  Whose Feet are These? also has repetitive phrases.  

Asking questions about what happened at the end of the book helps strengthen Narrative Skills. 

 

Letter Knowledge 

By focusing on the beginning letter of each printed title this creates awareness of the 

shapes of letters.  In The Human Alphabet, children are exposed to letter shapes that are made 

with the human body.   By making long letter sounds, children will also learn that letters have 

sounds 

 

Phonological Awareness  

By using books that rhyme, such as Barnyard Dance and songs that rhyme this storytime 

increases the ability to hear and separate out the smaller sounds in words. Dancing Feet! Uses 

the same suffix to the dance moves (i.e. creepity, stompity, etc.) and shows that a word ending 

can make words have a similar meaning. 



 

Bibliography 

 

All Fall Down By Helen Oxenbury  

Younger toddlers will enjoy the bright illustrations of babies of all ethnicities, as they play and 

all toddlers will enjoy playing along with the babies! 

 

Can You Jump Like a Kangaroo? By Jez Alborough  

A cheerfully illustrated pop-up book gives an introduction to kangaroos and other exciting 

animals as they perform simple movements. 

 

Clap Your Hands By Lorinda Bryan Cauley  

Simple backgrounds and rhyming text make this book highly enjoyable. The reader is instructed 

to follow along to the activities in the book, such as spin in a circle or roar like a lion.  

 

Dinosaur Stomp!: A Monster Pop-Up Book By Paul Stickland  

A sequel to Dinosaur Roar! this story of Dinosaurs going to a dance in a swamp; features lots of 

action verbs toddlers will enjoy! 

 

Five Little Monkeys Jumping on the Bed By Eileen Christelow  

Colorful crayon illustration with lots of white background and large text make this sing along 

book especially suited to toddlers.  

 

From Head to Toe By Eric Carle  

Animals and children show various movements, such as bending, wriggling or waving, as the 

text uses repetitive phrasing of questions and answers.  

 

Hand, Hand, Fingers, Thumb By Al Perkins, Illustrated by Eric Gurney  

Rhythmic and repetitive phrases featuring monkeys and musical instruments, illustrates fine 

motor skills with repeated drumming that children will enjoy. 

 

Hands Can By Cheryl Willis Hudson and John-Francis Bourke  

Photographs of young children as they use their hands for every day activities.  Rhyming text 

accompanies the photos.  

 

 



 

Here We Go Round The Mulberry Bush By Barefoot Books, Illustrated by Sophie Fatus 

Toddlers will enjoy the song and movement, although since children from four different 

countries are featured, so some of the illustrations may be a bit busy for them.  A perfect book to 

sing a single verse at a time as the child’s attention span permits. 

 

How Can You Dance? By Rick Walton, Illustrated by Ana Lopez-Escriva  

Playful illustration take you through the ways you can dance, as each page asks and answers a 

question.  “How can you dance if you're lying on the floor? Dance like a snake as it slithers to 

explore.” 

 

I Love to Dance by Anna Walker  

Part of the I Love Ollie series, with illustrations that capture the movement described, Zebra-like 

Ollie love dancing in his room, outside in the leaves and with his dog, Fred. 

 

Katy Duck By Alyssa Satin Capucilli, Illustrated by Henry Cole  

Katy Duck loves dancing, and specifically, ballet dancing. That is, until she finds out she has to 

dance in front of everyone at her recital. The plot, highly centered around emotions, may be 

more accessible for older toddlers, but the bright pictures and dancing will be enjoyed by all. Part 

of the Katy Duck series. 

 

Let's Dance, Little Pookie By Sandra Boynton  

Pookie’s mother leads him in a dance to a Pookie-Pookie beat as he hops and marches around, 

featuring Sandra Boynton’s signature illustrations and rhyming text. 

 

Silly Sally By Audrey Wood  

Silly Sally journeys to town in various unexpected ways, gathering a host of companions along 

her way.  Rhythmic story telling and rhyming text along with bright illustrations make this a 

lovely story. 

 

“Slowly, Slowly, Slowly," said the Sloth By Eric Carle  

Eric Carle lends his signature illustrations to the story of a misunderstood Sloth.  Exotic animals 

question the pace of the sloth, as he takes his time enjoying life.  A great book for slowing 

toddlers down at the end of the day! 

 



 

 

Ten Go Tango By Arthur Dorros, Illustrated by Emily Arnold McCully  

Animals dance to the music of the band in groups from 1 to 10 in a fun book about dancing and 

counting.   

 

Tweak Tweak By Eve Bunting, Illustrated by Sergio Ruzzier  

Little Elephant tweaks his Mama’s tail when he has a question about something – and Little 

Elephant is very curious!  Simple watercolor illustrations accompany the text. 

 

Watch Me Dance By Andrea Davis Pinkney and Brian Pinkney  

Strong illustrations of a young girl dancing – jumping, twisting, shaking, rolling and spinning – 

to songs on the radio while her baby brother watches and imitates her form his playpen.  

 

Wheels on the Bus By Raffi, Illustrated by Sylvie Wickstrom  

Bright illustrations of a variety of people getting on the bus make this an enjoyable book to sing 

along with. 

 

Whose Toes are Those? By Jabari Asim, Illustrated by LeUyen Pham  

Simple rhymes to answer the question in the title.  The close up images through the story of “toes 

so brown and sweet” reveals a laughing child in the end.  Companion book with Whose Knees 

are These? 

 

Wiggle by Doreen Cronin, Illustrated by Scott Menchin  

Bright colors and upbeat rhymes make this a great book for toddlers. Very little plot, but the 

rhymes follow the wiggly day of a cheerful dog. 

 

 

 


