
Poetry Program for Children 
Theme: Poetry and Art 

Focus: Preschool (ages 3-5) 

 

Introduction 

 

This program encourages children to play with what they read and gives them time to 

work on fine motor skills through drawing/coloring. Children are encouraged to look at 

how the poems and the illustrations compare. Pairing the works of Art with Poems 

provides children and caregivers with ways to compare different works of art, and 

possible serve as the first exposure to well-known works of art. 

 

Materials 

 

 Bulletin Board to display children’s color sheets/artwork 

 Full-color printouts of some famous works of art  

 Paper and/or Coloring Sheets 

 Crayons, Colored Pencils, Washable Markers, cut out pictures of letters or 

pictures that can be used to make collage, glue sticks 

 
1. Welcome 

a. Information about the setting 
i. Tell everyone hello and welcome, give important information 

about what we are going to do, bathrooms, etc.  Tell Parents and 
Caregivers that they are welcome to sit with their children or 
anywhere around the room. If they sit with their children, ask 
them to please participate in the activities.  

b. Information about the topic 
i. Today in our program we’re going to look at some of one of my 

favorite kinds of writing – poetry. We’re also going to look at 
some art, sing some songs and we will color at the end of the 
program.  Did you know all know that sometimes we draw 
pictures of words and letters? We’re going to look at some 
pictures and poems today. 

c. Early Literacy Skills 
i. Not Applicable to the Welcome 

 
2. Opening Poem/Song 

a. Show the painting “Starry Starry Night” and say “Here is a famous 
painting by a man named Van Gogh.  This painting makes me think of a 
song!” 

i.  



b. “Did you know that some songs that we sing used to be poems? If you 
know this one, sing with me, OK? Ready?“ Stand and use hand motions.  

 
The Star by Jane Taylor 

 
Twinkle, twinkle, little star, 
How I wonder what you are! 
Up above the world so high, 
Like a diamond in the sky. 
 
Refrain: Twinkle, twinkle, little star, 
How I wonder what you are! 
 
When the blazing sun is gone, 
When he nothing shines upon, 
Then you show your little light, 
Twinkle, twinkle, all the night. 
 

c. Early Literacy Skills 
i. By including the second “verse” of The Star we are increasing 

Vocabulary (blazing and shines); Singing is an early literacy 
practice outlined in the ECRR 2. 

 
3. Book  

a. Illustrated Poem, How to Paint the Portrait of a Bird by Jacques Prevert, 
Illustrated by Mordicai Gerstein, Roaring Brook, October 2007. 

b. Early Literacy Skills 
i. This story has a creative Narrative structure that will help children 

develop more complex narrative skills. 
 

4. Activity 
a. Alliterative Poem – Use bulletin board with a large ‘S’ that can be moved 

around in the poem to all words beginning with the letter ‘S’. 
Skyscraper by Dennis Lee 
Skyscraper, skyscraper,  
Scrape me some sky: 
Tickle the sun 
While the stars go by. 
 
Tickle the stars  
While the sun’s climbing high, 
Then skyscraper, skyscraper 
Scrape me some sky. 
 

b. Early Literacy Skills 
i. Letter Knowledge, Phonological Awareness, Print Awareness; 

Children will get a better grasp of the letter ‘S’; the rhyming words 
give children the ability to hear and manipulate sounds; By 



moving the letter ‘S’ around this illustrates that reading is done 
top to bottom and left to right. 

 
5. Song (stand and use motions) 

a. Sing a Song of Sixpence 
Sing a song of sixpence, 
A pocket full of rye. 
Four and twenty blackbirds, 
Baked in a pie. 
 
When the pie was opened, 
The birds began to sing; 
Wasn't that a dainty dish, 
To set before the king? 

 
b. Early Literacy Skills  

i. Singing and Playing (through the motions) are early literacy 
practice outlined in the ECRR 2. 
 

6. Poem (with motions) 
a. “Here is another picture by an Indian painter, called Krishna in the swing. 

It makes me think of a poem called The Swing – would you all like to act it 
out with me?” 

 
b. The Swing by Robert Louis Stevenson 

How do you like to go up in a swing,  
Up in the air so blue?  
Oh, I do think it the pleasantest thing  
Ever a child can do!  
 
Up in the air and over the wall,  
Till I can see so wide,  
River and trees and cattle and all  
Over the countryside--  
 
Till I look down on the garden green,  
Down on the roof so brown--  
Up in the air I go flying again,  
Up in the air and down! 



 
7. Closing Rhyme 

a. Tickle the clouds. 
Tickle your toes. 
Turn around 
And tickle your nose. 
 
Reach down low. 
And reach up high 
This poem is over – 
Wave goodbye! 
 

b. Early Literacy Skills: 
i. Playing and Talking, as outlined by the ECRR 2. 

 
8. Coloring Poems Sheets  

a. Picture of a Swing with a letter S, on the back have The Swing printed for 
those students who wish to take the color sheets home. 

b. Early Literacy Skills 
i. Letter Recognition, Writing, as outlined by the ECRR 1 & 2. 

 
9. Put coloring sheets on the bulletin board.  

a. Have the poem The Swing printed on the bulletin board and put color 
sheets around it. 
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